THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

as to schoolboys and slaves; but the humanists addressed
one another as brother to brother, as man to man.

Nevertheless, a truly humane man could not but be
strongly moved by the sight of inhuman deeds. The
hand of an honest writer could not calmly go on penning
statements of principle when his mind was profoundly
disturbed by the illusions of his time; his voice could not
but tremble when his nerves vibrated in just indignation.
Thus, in the long run, Castellio could not restrain him-
self, or confine himself to academic inquiries concerning
the martyrdom at Ghampel, where an innocent man was
put to death amid unspeakable tortures, a scholar des-
troyed by a scholar, a theologian by a theologian, in the
name of the religion of love.

The image of the tortured Servetus, the mass-persecu-
tions of heretics, made Castellio raise his eyes from the
written page to seek those who were inciting to such
cruelties, those who were fruitlessly trying to excuse their
intolerance on the ground that they were pious servants
of God. Calvin is fiercely envisaged when Castellio
exclaims: "However horrible these things may be, the
sinners sin yet more horribly when they endeavour to
wrap up their misdeeds in the raiment of Christ, and
declare that they act in accordance with His will."
Castellio knows that persons in authority always en-
deavour to justify their deeds of violence by appealing to
some religious or philosophical ideal. But blood besoils
any idea on whose behalf it is shed, and violence debases
the thoughts it claims to defend. Miguel Servetus had
not been burned at Christ's command, but at the com-
mand of Jehan Calvin, and this was a disgrace to the
whole of Christendom. "Who," exclaims Castellio,
"would to-day wish to become a Christian when those
who confess themselves Christians are slain by other
Christians without mercy by fire and water and the
sword, and treated more cruelly than murderers or